
     As we enter our 
second month of this 
2009-2010 school 
year, I would like to 
take the next few is-
sues to share with you 
the “decisions” that 
many of our school 
administrators and 
staffs have made. 
These decisions are 
founded in the book 
The Traveler’s Gift by 
Andy Andrews and, as 
a group, our adminis-
trative team has taken 
a detailed look inside 
these “Decisions” and 
have adopted them as 
our mantras for this 
year. 

     A little background 
of the book—as a man 
faces some of the 
hardest times in his 
life, both profession-
ally and personally, he 
ponders ending his life 
in a car crash—he 
awakens at different 
points in history and 
learns of “Decisions” 
that will help lead to a 
prosperous and fulfill-
ing life. 

     The first “Decision” 
that our Traveler 
learns after visiting 

wth President Harry S. 
Truman, is that “The 
Buck Stops Here.” 

     “From this moment 
forward, I will accept 
responsibility for my 
past. I understand that 
the beginning of wis-
dom is to accept the 
responsibility for my 
own problems and 
that by accepting re-
sponsibility for my 
past, I free myself to 
move into a bigger, 
brighter future of my 
own choosing. 

     “Never again will I 
blame my parents, my 
spouse, my boss or 
my employees for my 
present situation...If I 
allow myself to blame 
these uncontrollable 
forces for my lack of 
success, I will forever 
be caught in the web 
of the past. I will look 
forward. I will not let 
my history control my 
destiny.” 

     These are powerful 
words if you delve into 
Andrews’ view of Tru-
man’s famous phrase. 
He points out:”The 
Buck Stops Here. I 

accept responsibility 
for my past. I control 
my thoughts. I control 
my emotions. I am 
responsible for my 
success.” 

     No one can control 
the greatness that you 
possess. As each of 
us look inward, I chal-
lenge you to search 
your heart and set 
your goals even 
higher.  

     You control what 
paths you take, you 
control the caliber of 
persons you choose to 
associate with—do 
you choose to hang 
with the ‘gloom and 
doom’ crowd, or find 
those special, deter-
mined “anything is 
possible, we can do it” 
folks? 

     Instead of asking 
“why me?” Ask your-
self ”Why NOT me?” 
Andrews notes that 
challenges are a gift, 
an opportunity to 
learn. Let’s learn to-
gether and decide that 
“the buck stops here.” 

 - Lewis D. Carter 

We’re all just travelers... 
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motivated and help them 
succeed. 

      Apex courses are di-
vided into four categories:  
Foundation, General Stud-
ies (Literacy Advantage, 
Core, Honors), Advanced 
Placement, and Exam Prep 
(state exam prep, AP exam 
prep).   

      Foundations courses meet 
the needs of both high school 
students and transitioning mid-
dle school students who are not 
prepared for grade-level aca-
demics.  Foundation courses 
develop skills and strategies in 
math, reading, and writing with 
the goal of raising achievement 
to a high school level.   

      The Apex Learning General 
Studies curriculum features 
three course pathways to pre-
pare all high school graduates 
for college and work.  The 
courses in these three pathways 
share a common scope and se-
quence and cover the same rig-
orous, standards-based content.  
Literacy Advantage courses 
meet the needs of students who 
are not prepared for grade-level 
academic challenges because 
they are reading below Profi-
cient.  Core courses meet the 
needs of a range of students as 
they endeavour to master rigor-
ous content and earn credits to-
ward graduation.  While Core 
courses assume readiness for 
grade-level academic chal-
lenges, they also include tar-
geted scaffolding for students 
who benefit from additional 
learning support. 

      Honors courses meet the 
needs of motivated students 

seeking to accelerate their learn-
ing and deepen conceptual un-
derstanding. 

       Apex Learning AP courses 
meet higher-education expecta-
tions of college-level courses 
and prepare students to demon-
strate achievement through suc-
cess on the AP exams.  Exam 
Prep courses align to Ken-
tucky’s High School State Exam 
and provide resources that pre-
pare students for the AP exams. 

       Teachers can use this cur-
riculum in many ways to improve 
the overall quality of their in-
struction.  It is designed, how-
ever, to assist in the following 
areas:  1) full or partial credit 
recovery, 2) alternative educa-
tion, such as homebound / home 
school instruction and  ISS/ 
AEP, 3) summer school, 4) 
standalone classroom instruc-
tion, 5) Advanced Placement 
instruction, and 6) AP exam re-
view.  Teachers are also encour-
aged to use this program as a 
supplemental tool to their regu-
lar instructional practices. 

       “We are excited about the 
potential that Apex Learning of-
fers the students of our school 
district.  It truly is a rigorous 
internet-based curriculum that 
will challenge our students and 
assist in preparing them for the 
future,” Falcon Academy Direc-
tor Max Petett noted.                                

      The Monroe County School 
District recently purchased Apex 
Learning.   

      Apex Learning is a an on-
line / internet-based curriculum 
that offers multiple instructional 
pathways, each designed to 
meet specific needs of students 
as they transition from middle 
school to high school and pro-
gress toward graduation.  It pre-
sents each instructor with a vari-
ety of teaching methods in order 
to address the diverse  learning 
styles that we encounter each 
day.  The curriculum is aligned 
to meet both state and national 
standards which ensures that 
the curriculum is relevant.  Each 
class is designed to provide the 
students with interactive activi-
ties to keep them engaged in 
rigorous and relevant content.  
The entire program is focused 
on mastery-based learning, 
which means that the students 
must master a skill prior to ad-
vancing to the next skill level.  
Formative and summative as-
sessments are used throughout 
to gauge student progress. 

      Apex Learning delivers digi-
tal learning solutions for differen-
tiated instruction, credit recov-
ery, remediation, alternative 
schools, stance learning, and 
exam preparation.  The Apex 
Learning academic curriculum 
provides standards-based 
courses in math, science, Eng-
lish, social studies, world lan-
guage, electives, and Advanced 
Placement primarily for grades 9 
through 12.  Courses are organ-
ized into semesters, units, les-
sons, and activities and offer 
rich multimedia, scaffolding, and 
interactivity to keep students 
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Apex Learning curriculum implemented at Falcon Academy 
 

Apex is designed to meet 

specific needs to students as 

they transition from Middle 

CELEBRATE SUCCESSES! 
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Tompkinsville Elementary’s Cub Club extends learning 

CELEBRATE SUCCESSES! 

      Extra help with  homework, fun and exciting clubs, extra time to earn AR 
points, learn a new hobby—all of these things and more are offered through 
Tompkinsville Elementary’s Cub Club after school program.  

      Cub Club is funded through a 21st Century Community Learning Center 
grant and provides an academically enriched afterschool environment.  Chil-
dren who are enrolled in the program will have access to quality enrichment 
activities and academic assistance. Daily schedules consist of a healthy after-
noon snack, homework help, academic computer time, enrichment activities, 
and physical education.  

      We employ a diverse staff that helps meet the needs of every student, with  
Lindsey Clarkson serving as Site Coordinator, Barbara Botts (Kindergarten 
instructor), Jennifer Turner (first grade teacher), Ashlee Maynard (2nd- 3rd grade 
instructor), Rendi Ferguson (4th-5th grade instructor), Emily Shirley 
(studentinstructor), Daletta Widenhouse (Clerk) and Max Ray (Chess instruc-
tor). Ronda Jordan-Elam is the Program Director. 

through 
the 
internet 
by Rico 
Tyler (a 
science 
teacher 
at 
WKU) 
in order 
for 
WKU’s 
instruc-
tors to 
work 
with the 

MCMS students on a regular basis. 

      Myatt learned of these opportu-
nities while attending the WKU 
Math and Science Foundation-
sponsored by the “Explore” grant, 
which requires that WKU teachers 
work with local students during this 
program, assisting in the lessons.     

      Through the use of the internet, 
these teachers are able to “Skype” 

     When seventh graders at Monroe 
County Middle School get ready to 
start their classes these days, they 
have an extra teacher sometimes, 
brought to them through the World 

Wide Web. 

      MCMS science teacher Hope 
Myatt, along with Teresa Emmert  
and Amy Thompson, were trained 
to use “Skype,” a tool to video-call 

into the classroom, instead of hav-
ing to drive to Tompkinsville each 
time. 

      In the inaugural lesson, Melissa 
Rudloff (shown on the interactive 
white board screen) instructed the 
children on taking data measure-
ments and how graphs can assist 
them in predicting unknown vari-
ables. While Rudloff was interact-
ing with the students, she could also 
see and hear them through the use 
of a webcam in the classroom. Lo-
cal science teachers are also on 
hand in the classroom to facilitate 
the lessons and experiments. 

      “Being able to use Skype in the 
classroom will give the students of 
Monroe County Middle School the 
opportunity to work with experts 
across the world who are working 
in the field of science,” Myatt 
added. 

      Note: For more information on Skype and 
how to put it to work in your classroom, contact 
Technology Resource Teacher Veronica Reecer. 

Monroe County Middle School’s “Skyping” in Science 
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      A small group of students hovering around a 
table, tucked in the corner of the room may not 
look like anything spectacular, but that is where 
the magic happens! Teachers, such as Lori Murphy 
above, lead small groups of students who are on 
the same level instructionally to higher levels. 
How? The small group allows the teachers to tailor 
instruction to meet every child’s needs, gives more 
time to help guide instruction, and allows the 
teacher to be able to work with a child one-on-one 

     JHC students in Kela Wright’s 
first grade and Debbie Burnett’s 

fourth grade classrooms are spend-
ing a lot of time together “on the 

road” this 
year. 

     As part of 
the teachers’ 
WKU Master 
program in 
Science, they 
created a year
-long project 
collaborating 
their multi-
aged groups 
with 
“Highlighting 
Monroe 
County Agri-

culture.” 

      The teachers are drawing direct 
correlations between agriculture 
that surrounds their students and 
the core content they are studying. 
Science, language arts, reading, 
art, social studies, math, practical 
living, vocational studies and writing 
are all integrated into the project’s 
activities.  

      The groups will also visit many 
locations both within Monroe 
County and surrounding areas dur-
ing the program with students gain-
ing an understanding of how we all 
depend on agriculture in our daily 
lives. 
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GES’s Literacy/Math Block: More than meets the eye! 

Carter Elementary collaborative program addresses  
“Agriculture in the Classroom” with year-long project 

to ensure mastery of a concept or skill.  GES’s 
small groups focus on Reading and Math.  

      “For example, Literacy and Math Blocks al-
low us to take our Kindergarten classrooms, 
which are bursting at the seams, and turn them 
into small (5 students to 1 teacher ratio), focused, 
and intense learning groups for about 90% of the 
day,” Assistant Principal Christie Biggerstaff 
noted. 

      “Small-group instruction helps us to ensure 
no child is left in-between the cracks. We are 
reaching and teaching all of our students,” Prin-
cipal  Tommy Geralds added. 

      Kindergarten through 3rd grade incorporate 
Literacy Block and Math Block on a daily basis. 
Intensive instruction is given to students on their 
level and is  differentiated.  Groupings are flexi-
ble, meaning students who master concepts (or 
need more time, whichever the case may be) can 
move from one group to another, according to 
their skill level. 



      Mike Gee is welcomed to the Central 
Office on Monday, Sept. 14, by Superin-
tendent Lewis Carter. Gee was named to 
the Director of Pupil Personnel on Friday, 
Sept. 11 through an emergency exemp-
tion from the state department to allow 
Gee’s start date to be moved up so that he 
could train with Rachel Ford, who is re-
tiring from the position. 

      Gee, who had served as Principal of 
Carter Elementary for the past 10 years, 
being named to that position in 1999. He 
began working in Monroe County in 
1989 at Tompkinsville Elementary and 

taught at every level from preschool to 
eighth grade before accepting the Princi-
palship at JHC.  

       He completed his undergraduate 
degree at Anderson University in Ander-
son, Indiana, his Bachelors in Arts in 
Elementary Education, Masters of Arts in 
Special Education and his Rank I in 
School Administration, all from Western 
Kentucky University. 

     He is married to the former Ruby An-
drews and they have three children: 
Dailey (age 10), Karley (age 8) and 
Kynley (16 months). Dailey and Karley 
attend school at Carter Elementary. 

     In a letter to parents on Sept. 11, Gee 
noted, “The years I have spent at Carter 
Elementary have been the best of my 
career...This has been a very difficult 
move for me to make, while I am excited 
about the possibilities that lay ahead, I am 
struggling with moving on as JHC has 
always been such a huge part of my life.” 

      Tami Dodson, the librarian at Carter 
Elementary, was named as Interim Princi-
pal, by Carter to serve while the Site-

based Decision-making Council receives 
the required training and begin their se-
lection process.  

      The former Tami Short, she attended 
Lindsey Wilson College, receiving her 
Associates of the Arts Business in 1989 
and then a Bachelor’s Degree in Middle 
Grades education, with an emphasis in 
social studies, English and communica-
tions in 1992. 

      She then received a Masters in MGE 
and a Rank I in 1997 in Library Media. 
She also holds certificates in Supervision 
of Instruction, Instructional Leadership-
Principal, Director of Pupil Personnel and 
holds a lifetime certificate in Information 
Technology (Grades 5-12).  

      She and her husband, Jack, have three 
adult children—Thomas, Brandi (Moore) 
and Rueben and two grandchildren, Paul 
Moore and Kanyon Dodson.  

      For 11 years, Dodson taught several 
content areas at Monroe County Middle 
School and has served as librarian at JHC 
for seven years, also serving as Assistant 
Principal this year.  
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Gee named Director of Pupil Personnel; Dodson named Interim 

CELEBRATE SUCCESSES! 

“What’s New at MCHS?” program produced by video class 

      Want to know what’s the latest news from MCHS? All you have to do is tune into 
MCTv on Channels 16 (Mediacom) or 94 (SCRTC) to find out, thanks to the media 
class at the high school. 

      The group’s new project entitled “What’s New at MCHS?” features different 
aspects of the school and students in this class work in a networked computer lab 
producing the weekly segement.  

       At left, Chelsea Hunter (standing) is shown while interviewing Kerra Geralds. 

Got an idea for a story for your school? Got great news you’d like 
to share with your fellow employees?  
Send it in for the Oct. 15 newsletter— 

E-mail to: ronda.jordan@monroe.kyschools.us 



      MARYE EMBERTON 
      Marye Emberton, age 60, of Tomp-
kinsville, died Aug. 10, 2009 at the Mon-
roe County Medical Center in Tompkins-
ville. 
      Born Sept. 12, 1948 in Monroe 
County, she was a daughter of the late 
Fred James, Sr. and Martha (Ellis) Pick-
erell and the wife of Donald Emberton, 
who survives. They were married Sept. 
11, 1965 at Gainesboro, Tenn. 
      She was a retired teacher’s assistant 
and video technician with the Monroe 
County Board of Education and a mem-
ber of the Lyons Chapel Church of 
Christ. 
      Survivors, in addition to her husband, 
include two daughters Donya Pedigo (and 
her husband, Chris) and Tracy Emberton 
(and special person, Stevie Hagan), all of 
Tompkinsville; two brothers, Leon Pick-
erell, Beech Grove, Ind., and Fred Pick-
erell, Jr., Tompkinsville; two sisters, 
Betty Walker, Gamaliel, and Sue Knight 
of Ohio; and two grandchildren, Jonathan 
and Ethan Pedigo. 
      A brother, Harold Pickerell, preceded 
her in death. 
       Funeral services were held Aug. 13, 
at the Strode Funeral Home in Tompkins-
ville, with Steve Lee officiating. Burial 
was at the Mt. Poland Cemetery. 
      Serving as pallbearers were James, 
Michael, Corey and Paul Emberton; Mark 

Pickerell; Ronnie and Charles Hollins-
worth; and Ned Moody. 
       Honorary pallbearers were Stevie 
Hagan, Roy Dugard, Jonathan and Ethan 
Pedigo and Dr. Anthony Carter. Honor-
able mention — Larry and David Harper. 
       In lieu of flowers, memorials are 
suggested to the Mt. Poland Cemetery 
Fund. 

   KELLY WILSON 
      
        Kelly Wilson, age 78, Tompkins-
ville, died Aug. 14, 2009 at the Monroe 
Health and Rehabilitation Center in 
Tompkinsville. 
      Born Oct. 3, 1930 in Monroe County, 
he was a son of the late Mose Thomas 
and Enna Bell (Walker) Wilson and the 
husband of Virginia (Goode) Wilson, 
who survives. 
      He was a retired custodian for the 
Monroe County Board of Education. He 
was saved at an early age and united with 
the Poplar Log Baptist Church. 
       Survivors, other than his wife, in-
clude a daughter and son-in-law, Deborah 
and James C. Carter, Tompkinsville; two 
brothers, Taylor Wilson, Tompkinsville, 
and Freddie Wilson, Edmonton; a sister, 
Brenda Hire, Indianapolis, Ind.; and a 
grandson, Joe Kelly Fish, Tompkinsville. 
Two brothers, Mervin and Charles Wil-
son,and two sisters, Glaydell Scott and 
Runell Pruitt, preceded him in death. 
     Funeral services were held  Aug. 17, 
at the Strode Funeral Home in Tompkins-
ville, with Bro. Jeremy Yokley and Bro. 
Wendell Froedge officiating. Burial was 
at the Wilson-Basil Cemetery. 
       Serving as pallbearers were Joe Kelly 
and Larry Fish, Mark and Bradley Wil-
son,  Bev McClendon, James Poland, 
Jamie Muse and Zachary Williams. 
       Honorary pallbearers were Lewis D., 
Louis Lee, Leslie and Dr. Michael Carter; 
John Lindsey and Brian Pickerell; and 
Joe Benton Baxter. 

    

LOU ELLEN HAMMER 
      
        Lou Ellen Hammer, age 69, John 
Eaton Rd., Tompkinsville, died Aug. 29, 
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2009 at 303 Belcher Rd., Tompkinsville. 
       Born Oct. 15, 1939 in Monroe 
County, she was a daughter of Lena 
(Hamilton) Ferguson Moore, Tompkins-
ville, and the late Humble Ferguson. 
      She was a retired school cafeteria 
worker. 
      Survivors, other than her mother, 
include two sons, Webb and Terry Ham-
mer, and three daughters, Kim Hagan, 
Brenda Rowland and Deb Hammer, all of 
Tompkinsville; five brothers, Tommy, 
Jimmy, Bobby, Richard and Michael 
Ferguson, and two sisters, Elizabeth 
“Liz” Turner and Sharon Emmert, all of 
Tompkinsville; five grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 
       Another sister, Karen Ferguson, pre-
ceded her in death. 
       Funeral services were held  Sept. 1, 
at the Yokley-Trible Funeral Home in 
Tompkinsville, with Bro. Tim McHenry 
officiating. Burial was at the Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery. 
      Serving as pallbearers were Jay Coo-
per, Bart and Thomas Rowland, Tyler 
and Cameron Hagan and Ryan and Jon-
Payton Hammer. 
 



     This newsletter will be sent via email on a monthly basis to all District employees and 
Board members. Principals and Program Directors are also welcome to forward the email on 
to their distribution lists, especially when your school or program is being highlighted! 

     To send in any information for inclusion in the newsletter, please email to Ronda Jordan-
Elam at ronda.jordan@monroe.kyschools.us or fax to 270-487-5571.  

     We would love to have everyone’s input and stories to include in the various months, so 
please email today! 

     We are looking at printing a quarterly highlight newsletter for distribution in the community, 
so we will need many ‘action’ photographs to make this as visual as we can! 

     If you have any questions, please contact Ronda at 270-427-7456 or via email. 
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Send in your comments, suggestions and items today for next 
month’s newsletter 

CELEBRATE SUCCESSES! 

     Monroe County and surrounding areas “First Responders” were honored in 
recognition of their dedication and service during  the home football game against 
Barren County on Friday, Sept.11’s home game versus Barren County . Service 
personnel were recognized prior to the game and received a standing ovation by 
the huge crowd present for the first home game. The First Responders then served 
as “co-captains” during the coin toss with Falcon Seniors Neil Wilson and J.W. 
Vickery. At left, Monroe County Superintendent Lewis Carter and Board Mem-
bers Dr. Michael Carter, Eddie Proffitt, Shane McPherson, Todd Burgess and 
Toby Chapman greet the honorees. 

Monroe County First Responders honored on 9-11 

Lady Falcons win Regional “All-A” Classic Tourney 

      The Monroe County Lady Falcons’ volley-
ball team took first place in the “All-A” Classic 
regional tournament and advanced to the state 
tournament falling to a tough Bishop Brossart 
team in the finals of the Bronze division. 

      The team, holding an 18-3 season record, 
also had three members named to the All-
Tournament team: Lindsay Dicken, Ariel 
Murray and Micha Short.  

      They are coached by Tara Turner. 



Staff birthdays for August 15-September 15: 

    Becky Rich (9/12), Bonnie Goodman (9/6), Wanda Dray (9/2), Karen 

Houchens (9/10), Mary Bartley (9/13), Donna Johnson (8/29), Sharon 

Turner (9/12), Becky Clarkson (9/3), Kaye 

Pitcock (8/23), Ron Stewart (9/10), Connie 

Willis (9/13), Ricky Gearlds (8/19), Glenda 

Wilson (9/3), Karen Davis (9/1), Sandy Tay-

lor (8/27), Tammie Pedigo (9/9), Keri Jo 

Eaton (8/22), LeeAnne Hammer (8/24), 

Teresa Emmert (8/24), Angie Petett (8/26), 

Ellen Tandy (9/9), Kathy Taylor (8/16), 

Melissa Flowers (9/15), Rhonda Tracy 

(8/16), Devon McCormick (8/21), Jerry 

Tooley (8/22) and Chasity Wilson (8/28) 

*Please let us know if someone was inadvertently left out so we can fix our database! 

Many birthday wishes from the Monroe County School District 

309 Emberton Street 
Tompkinsville, KY 42167 

MONROE COUNTY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT   

Monroe County Band qualifies for Regionals at first competition 

Phone: 270-487-5456 
Fax: 270-487-5571 
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     The Monroe County High School 
Marching Falcon Band had an outstanding 
performance and received a Proficient 
Rating in Class AA  competition at the Cav‐
erna Marching Band Festival KMEA Sanc‐
tioned Contest this past weekend.    

       This rating qualifies the Marching Fal‐
cons for KMEA Regional Quarterfinals of 

the State Contest on Oct. 31 in 
Princeton. 

      Competing against the Edmon‐
son County, Glasgow, and Green 
County bands, Monroe received a 
third‐place rating.   

        The  Marching Falcon Color 
Guard (at left) brought home the 
first place trophy in their category 
of Class AA competition.   

      The marching band, directed 
by Mason Otto, assisted by Terri 

Collins, consists of both Monroe County 
middle and high school students.    

       The 36‐member band includes Field 
Commander Allison Pickerell,  23 winds, 
eight percussion and four color guard.  

       Non‐performing members include 
eight managers.   Instructional staff mem‐
bers are Angie Payne (Color Guard), Mar‐

cus Roe (Percussion) and Jessica McPher‐
son (Field Commander). 

      During competitions, marching bands 
are assessed by six evaluators. Two judges 
evaluate music performance (40 possible 
points), two evaluate visual performance 
(20 possible points), one evaluates musical 
effect (20 possible points) and one evalu‐
ates visual effect (20 possible points).  All 
scores are then combined to determine 
each band’s final ranking and rating. 

Ratings are then assigned as follows: 

Distinguished (superior) 80 ‐ 100 
Proficient (excellent) 60 ‐ 79.99 
Apprentice (good) 40 ‐ 59.99 
Novice (fair) 0 ‐ 39.99 

      The Marching Falcons will be compet‐
ing next in the Captain’s Classic at Greens‐
burg on Sept. 26.  

  


